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¢ HON. JOSEPH NICOLA.
BOMETHING ABOUT THE PENOB-
“§COT'S REPRESENTATIVE AND
: HIS WORK.

~And About the Rod He has in Pickle for
¢.an Aroostook Member—Do We Owe the
~ Indans $400,000 2—He Makes Muine an
.. Off. T—And Wants the Seat of Government

“ Removed to Oldtown.

4 From time to time there has appeared
d® portious of the press of Maine, refer-
ences to Joseph Nicola, an Indian and a
gember of the present Hou-e of Repre-
sentatives, who represents the Penobscot
‘tribe, the last one referring to his
‘strong and manly face. But previous to
%his, some of these papers have made him
Say that he should r1emain at Augusta a
ouple of weeks or 5o, and then go home,
drawing however, his salary ¥or the
awhole term. Of course Mr. Nicola read
shese, and on Mounday last he called Jn
us and told us there was no truth in thes<e
stories. and that he had numerous duties
to perform. to which he shonld give the
“$ame attention as did kis white brethren
%o theirs.

“““In the first place we desire to state to
the funny paragraphers that Mr. Nicola
%5 a thorough geutleman, and, although
he is an Indian, yer he has such an edu-

.eation as would enable him to spell down
quite a batch of the pre-ent House, should
hat body go into a spelling schovl ses-
sion.
we conclude this agticle, he is no novice.
4nd he writes a better hand than does
some of the reporters who poke fun at
him. Q\.i"he this is added the fact that
he is a temy erance man, qui-t and correct
4n his speech and a2 good judge of men,
it will be seen at once that the Penobscots
have no reason to be ashamed of their
Jegislator.

M. N.cola came in, on Monday, being
‘on his way to Augusta, afcer having
spent the Sabbath at home. Of course
Swe did not lose such an opportunity to
igainan Indian's idea of our Legislature
and the men there, and in a long and in-
feresting talk, he said in substance the
Aollowing :

.. The big building at Augusta is a busy
place In it there isa slow and careful
machine having three branches; the Sen-
ate.the Houn-e and the Governor’s Council
The Hounse watches tlie Senate; the
Senate watches the House ; the Governor
and Council warch both bLranches and
the newspaper men watch the whole lot.
But after all, sometimes bad bills slip
throngh unuoticed, ard the next morning
the newspaper chaps tell them about it,
and then ihey are re-considered and some-
Zines thrown out.
laws come back to be amended.

« Perhaps some awmbitious man will come
in with a big schewe, others object and

then there is a big pow-wow, winich ¢osts |

the tax payers & great deal. Take the
Bangor Boom ficht! It made me langh.
Somne of the lawy el's WHO Calne over there
and ta'ked, never stood on a floating log
.in their lives, yet they strutied up aud
down and ¢laimed that “WE have privi-
leges” and all that.  One man said that
one time he let three hundred logs into a
boom - nd ook ont seven, and as near as
T could make it out, he claimed the boom
“peoyile 100k the two hur dred and nii ety-
tlirce logs. in payment for the care of the
gevell.

YN et tion and we would think it a horrid thing

At fivures, as will be seen before |
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| at .hand, but he soherly declared that

T There was another fight over the div
sion of Boothibay. Some of the people
said they had no representation in town
affairs and wanted to be sct apart.  Why
in my iribe we all gt cqual representa-

‘to divide the peop e,
¢24No, I have never seen any wampum!
ased, a d I don't think men are bought.”
hey are not solemu in opening the coun-
¢il talk.  We smoke the calumet and are
very solemn before the biz talk begins
but over there they are giddy. Every-
thing is doue in writing. &

“ Think Robie in the House is the most
Bound man there and I like him best, but
Itell you Joo Manly is very handy, and
he ‘can tit hims'If to any plnce'prethv
quick. ‘Talbot of Bast Machiasis a gieat
watchman. He watches everything and
he askes about every thing.
to ask.

‘even with the new member from Aroos-
took whe is on the committee on Indian
affairs, and who would not do justice to
ms. He torgots this land is rightfully
-ours, but say he has been kind, for he
set e hunting up the account between
the tribe and the State, and I tind there is
due usjust $459,924, and I am going to
ask him to pay it. He says he wants to
give us what we deserve and nothing
more.
* Here Nicola drew from his pocket book
a sheet of paper, covered with figures
which would be a c¢redit to a high school
boy, so far as ncatness and accuracy goes.
He explained them as follows: §
... There is du- us for rent of shores for
26 years at $4.600 per year.... .. $119,600
The price was $35000 per
year, ‘but the State paid

only $400.

Loss of money put into

the State Treasury.............. 13,000
o Total  $132,600

The cash put into treasury bx the tiibe
was $60.000 and vears afterwards it was
learned that Indiif®hgents had drawn out

' on Legal Affairs,, who had this female

he Great fellow | be exercised. Now let us see!
A T'hey are a temperance set. | ship is built, the keel is laid, and this is
};{ave no fault to find with any one, not | the same as the backbone in a human

draday, Mr, Nicol: came in again,
just as jolly as ever. He stated he had
some thoughts on woman’s suffrage
which he should like to give us, and said
that he passed Wednesday afternoon and
evening i the meetings of the Committee

guestion under dixcussion. The thoughts
which ran through his mind were some-
thing like this:

There is an old tradition in our tribe,
.that woman sprang from abeautiful plant,
but the white man teaches she came from
a wan ard from a rib taken while he
slept. The white man speaks of the Ship
of State, and of his country as a ship, and
he says the supreme right in the land is
the right of suffrage. Now when a
question which concerns the whole coun-
try comes up, then should the supremacy
When a

‘ Then the rihs are added to suit.

| Now suppose the ship goes on the rocks.
Ribs may break and give way, but still
she may be saved. Butif the keel breaks
the back bone is gone and the craft|]
doomed. Therefore, in my opinion the ||
supremacy is vested in the keel, or back |
bone, and not in ribs, nor in any thing
ever made out of a rib.

Referring again to the Indian claim,

{ Mr. Nicola sars he has made the State
i the following liberal offer. If Maine will
pay over the four hundred and odd
thonsa:d, Mr. Nicola agiees to throw
Portland and Bangor in the shade. by
giving back one half, if Maine will move
the seat of government to Oldtown
where it belongs. .

Nicola has been hefore the temperance
committee, and asked them to report the
following special law:

Any one selling liquor to a Penobscot.
Indizm, to be imprizoned on conviction,
thirty days without bail, for first oftence.
Whoev:r carries to an Indian’s house, or

| who gives to an Indian, liquor, a punish-
ment double the above. *Just watch
that committee and see what they will

| bring.

$13,000, for what purpose. the tribe never

knew. b ‘
Inrerest on $132,600 at 6 per cent. for

... $230.754

Interest on $4,600 for 26 years, 7,176
.To which add..... SLeh L SR e 132.600
~ Add other debts...... U 84,424 |

Total debt of State. $459,924
Mr. Nicola did not expect to bring this |
amount back with him, and from the
twinkle of his eve and the esmile upon
his lips as he talked, one could easily sur-
misethat hedid not expectto find the
gentleman from Aroostook with the ¢ash

these figur:s do but express the truth,
:;nd that the sum is only the Penobscots
ue.

' Joseph Nicola, as we have saidiza

Even after this, many

strong and practical temperance man. and
were he not troubled with a husky voice
wou'd address the house on the subject
of intemperance in his tribe, and he would
makea good speech roo.  Liguor, hesays,
is demoraliz ng the tribe, and he is going
before the temperance ¢ mmittee and ask
ti em to draw a biil making it a prison
off nce to either sell, give, or procure for
an Indian, intoxicating liquors. This he
thinks would deter Oldtown and Bangor
dealers from trading with the red men
and squaws and then his tribe would be
better physically and morally.

Mr. Nicola. while here, arranged with
the county attorn-y. to have the case of
Newell Gabriel. an Indian who stabbed a

do,” said Mr. Nicola.
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member of the tribe, posponed  u
Thursday, when he would be in att
an-e. Nicola is bondsman for Ga ;




